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[ES5 WOMAN ThAG EVER LIVED

WATGHING THE LONDON POLIGE DRAGGING THE THAMES RIVER FOR THE BODIES OF THE POOR LITTLE VICTIMS.

Lomion, Aprll 26.—In one of the very prettiest reaches of the
Chumes—a place much sought by Amerienns on sccount of its
yeauty—the pollce wre dragging the woter for the bodles of the
rest of the buby vietlms of the woman-flend Dyer, the murder-
otia buby-farmer of Readlng.

The gatdens reach to the water's elge, which refledts the
wesses of perfumed’ bloom upon the frult trees that hang like
pest bouguetgover shore aml stream. Crowds follow the work of
the ¢onstable as thelr bhoats move to and fro, and the glenming
terth of thelr rakes drop Incessantly inte the water. Crowds
stund on the footbridge beslds the river, whence Dyer throw
somo. of her tiny viems. Curfogity has brought all—even the po-
Hes—to the-scene, but all In this case (the police ns well) are
stirred by Indlgnation and Horror over the crimes that cause the
world and the sightdecing. Now wnd ‘then & hambrous agil
salls to n constable, “What Duck, pardner?’ gnd the constable
aries back, “Not u hite,” but far more often the elaculantions
from the erowds are In the nature of curses dpon the fiands who
logk baby lives at $50 eplecs as If they were destroying cab-
Yages. Through the Jests and curses, the sun shines, the birda

earol mpd the glittering rakes dip unceaslngly In the Nmpid wa-
Lers,

I gant n reporter down there yesterday, and he has returned
with a budget of news; easlly obtalned, and yet not published in
the London or the local newspspers, The police, to/be sure, dls-
play the utmost reficence upon the subject of thelr knowledge
regarding tle murders, whege rimoered nomber has'startled Eng-
Inpd,  The only statement they made that seemis to me worth
teportlng for America {8 that the case will prove to be the most
serlous of Its kind of the cenliry:. They hinted vaguely at the
near approack of sunsational disclosures, and one of them sald
that be had not the least donbt that the murderers have been
it thelr work for at Imast ten years, and In that period have
made way with at least thres hundred Infants! *

The reporter, while at Reading, glaaned from varlous sources
the followlng facts concerning the nurse Dyer and her history:

Bhels & stout, well-bullt woman, § feet 8 lnches In ‘helght,
thout &0 years of age, and of very good address, She was
dressed when arrested in the garb of a nurse,

Slhe was convicted severnl years sloce of neglecting bables
under her care, and when Uving at Bristol, two or three yoears
tgo, Inguirles were mude by the pellce respeeting a child that
bod been in ber eare and that conld not be located. Mrs, Dyer
then threw herself lnto a canal in that oity, but wss resoued
from sulefde and confined as Iosane In the Gloucester Asylum.
8he was dfterwards handed over to the Workhouse authorities at
Barton Regls, whore, at the Workhouss, slie met with Mrs,
Bioith (the *“‘Grannle’ of this dale) whon she persuaded to
=ome snd lve with Ber. The old lady congented, und they took
rooms'ln Bristol, later &n moving to Cordiff, where they were
Lc;llu;.‘grbr Mrs. Dyer's daughter and son-io-law, Mr, and Mrs.

They then rented a large house and furnished it on the in-
stalment. system. Mrs. Dyer obtained seversl children, and
when the rént bectime due fhey left and came to live st Him
Villas, Caversham, a suburb of Reading. The Palmers left—pres-
ently separated from the Dyer woman and went to London, and
just before last Christmas thes woman and “'Grannle” took the
bouse In Keuslngion Rond. !

Palmer s Mrs. Dyer's son-ln-low, and It 1s belleved that 1t
will'be made to appear that he assisted ber in her nefarious
work and recelved the premiums pald for the care of the chil-
4ren, In severdl Instances. He {5 under the middle age, 5 fest
10 Inches in height, of slender bulld, and when arrested was
styllsbiy dressed in a frock coat and fanltlessly fashioned trous
ers, a8 witll 15 a sllk hat and a sbepherd’s plald necktle, He
bas anburn hafr and a light moustache, He Is fesllng hls posi-
tion very acitely and hns grown very haggard. Ity

If It be proven that the “commisslon business' 'In which e
Dy been enguged was the recelving of the moneys pald by moth.
ers who, for varlons reasons, deslréd to part with thelr lttle
oues, It will be found thit he never took less than §50 at a time—
or £10 Hogllsh money—for o all her ecarcer that was the
figure at which Mrs. Dyar rated her serviees. For many yenrs she
has been adyertising in the London and provinelal papers au will-
lug to adopt Infants on those terms| She never took a ohild or
evinced wuy lnterest 1 4 customer unless and untl] the cash was
pald down. Her avertisements were 2l of the conventionul type,
all too numerous even how, In the midst of this excltement, In
the lower clags London dallles and weeklles. Her mode of adver-
tising was ns follows: y

“ADOPTION—Lady having no child wishes to adopt Infant;
prémium £10; loving home." /. .0 +

But she was not of that mﬂ of haby destroyers who go to the
palns to pretend thay they need & chlld In order to secure an es-
tute, und who say: “Baby wanted; must be from birth: would
-,walt-“ i

The house in Resding st which Mrs. Dyer was arrested Is
shiown In An accompunying photograph, especlally taken for the
Journul by a photographer whose suggestive address “Body
Rond, Heading:” The house conslsts of six rooms—ilhres ‘bed-
rooms, n pantor, a kitchen and ascullory, Tt forms one of 'n Jong
row of similar dwellings, and 8 neaily and comfortably fur-
nidhed.  Toguirles smoug the nelglibors ellcited the fact that
Mps. Dyer dppenred to them to be & qulet and respectable wo
mun.

The story of the manner In which the present case was devel-
dped ugainst her has been but scantily dealt with in the eabled
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::m:?h ber & paper parcel on that day; alss that the string

o -W:‘:]::rml Was ldentleal with the strlog she horrowed.

y ednesday, Aprll 8, # man who was Qragging the river
brought up a purcel of ilen vigs. When rhe parcel renched the
surfave of the water g brick dropped out, and also the head of a
child, which flonteq upon. the surfoce of the river, On examing-
tlon of the parcel it was found that some fnpe had beon {lsd
tightly round the neck of the decensed ehild,

On Friday, ‘the 10th, n thltd body was recovered, near the
footbridtge at the Clappers, Tt.proved to be thut of & ‘child, and
Was wrapped up I a cloth and tled round with o string. There
Was o large brick In the parcel. Theibody wils that of o chlld of
‘about nine months of age. It Is supposed that the little boby wis

suffocated by having sometbing placed In its mouth. It Ia' lm-

poslble to say how long the hody had been In the water, \

On the same afternoon another parcel was brought up from
the centre of the footbridge., In this wers found the bodles of
two infants, accompanieqd by such other paraphernalin as war
Tauted & strong susplelon that the murderer of the children pre-
viously found was also the destroyer of the lives of these,

With regard to these aceessories, the tape used 1o sirangle
the bubles, the brick Invariably found In esch pareel and those
other implements  whlch sorve the pollce &3 buses for the case they
Wwill bring sgalust Mrs. Dyer, It Is Importint to say that appa-
ently all_ her victims were treated In the same way., I am gs-
sured that the romors that severnl bodiea of babies rfound
drowned In the Thames !n or aronnd London will be traced to
Mrs, Dyer are Incorrect. In every case she appents to have
welghted the parcels with bLricks; so thet (Hey sank Homediage-
Iy; and the bodles found seur London are 46t kuown to have
been treated In this way lnoany slngle Instance. i

To procesd wilh the cose that has been worked up ngainst

Mrs. Dyer: She left her home on lust Monday, saying thut she
was golng to London. Shd took & carpet bag with her, Instead
‘buying a ticket for Londo

The
| (onfessed
Murderer of

(hildren.

murdered on the samas day. At the statlon Mrs. Dyer represent-
ed Mrs, Palmer as her tilece, and they took the chlld back with
them to Willegden, where, It Is belleved, 1t was strungled.

Mrs. Dyer slept that nlght In the house of her sohi-in-law, in
the sumo room with the bodles of that day's two vietims,

Ou the morning of the second dny afterwsrd, Thursday, the

Palmers, hosband and wife, helped the old woman to earry the
carpetbng away from their house. It wus then henvily weight-
ed with the bodles of the two bables, but It Is/ for the pollce
to prove thelr nssertlon that the husband and wife knew the
niture of Its contents. They escorted Mrs, Dyer to the rallway
station, and saw her upon the traln back to Reading,
She arrived late at night, snd before golng home went out
of her way to ¢ross the Clapper's Bridge. It 15 presumed that
she then threw the bag into the water, On the mext day, Good
Fridny, she was arrested on suspiclon of having murdered the
first child that had been Tound. BSinee then the four other
bodles have been dliscovered, and the polica ars contlnulng to
drag the river In the firm bellef that they w!ll find several
more,

The first h&ﬂy found could not have been In the water many
houts, for the river nt the spot where it had been thrown In
was shallow and muddy; Indeed, there was scarcely emongh
water to cover the parcel, and the top was plainly visibie and
quite dry. On the Inslde of the wrapper was fonnd the sddross
*45, Eeénsington road, Reading.!” Had the parcel been Immorsed
in the water for a long time the Ink wounld have becomw ob-
lterated. This child had been dead quite ten days, and it Is
belleved. that It Had béen kept 1n Mrs. Dyer's house all the
while. When Inqulrles wefe made by the polles an the diy of the
diseoyary of the body, It was found she had gons awny. On the
next day, that of her arvest, a woman ealled and made arrenge-
ments to bring & baby there op the followlng Monday and to
pay o premium of $600. After she had gone Mrs. Dyer sald to

. “Gronoie”—old Mre. Smlith—“What a godsend that mensey will

bel” 8ha moant by that that tho monsy was teeded ta defray

following wask.

nter the

300

old woman of about zeventy, the reporter learned that M.
Palmer bad been brought up In great fear of her mother, and
believed thut she was only an adopted davghter. Mrs. Dyer
once attempted to kill ker, rushing at ber with a kulfe. “Gran-
nle’”" had bad maoy words with the woman on sccount of hee
neglect of and violence with the children left In her oare;, und
the garrulous eold creature says that sioce Mrs. Dyer has been
in cnstody. & baby wow at the house, the child of & servant in
Londop, has increased greatly Io welght and ls oconsiderably
better owing to “'Grannle’s" looking after her. Thete {8 a*chrt-
fond™ of Ugbles' ¢lothing of all descriptions in pawn in Reading
and warlotts parts of the eountry, In addition to the handrsdg
of pounds of infants' clothing found in the Dyer couags.

You bave heard by cable how Mis Dyer made a second st
tempt ut sulcide, after bher arrest again, a3 she @ld when she
Wwis arrested in Bristol. The cable has also informad you that
this second time she tried to deal herself the same death Ly
strangulation which was meted out to so many l'rile bables—
her victlms, if the police are carrect She Is sild to have tled
her shoestrings arsund her peck In the same way as the taps
was tied arouud the necks of the bables, with the same koot
and under her left edr, as was the oase with the bables.
The funersls of the bibles stirscted enormous crowdsd, and
fed the great excitement of the populsce In Reading. ‘This
has largely quleted down, but orowds stlll watch the poliee,
crowds §till assemble about the Clapper's Welr and Caversham
Lock, and the footbridge over which the murderer of the
bables found in the welr must have wallied with her guilty bur-
den. Caversham Lock, of which we give n view, ls ndjacent fo
the Clapper's, and is a pretty bit of country, though it 1s only
o quarter of ‘a mlle from the town's smoke and bastle, Hen-
ley, famoua for |{s annoal vegatia, Is Bt twenty miles further
up the Thames, and charming Cleveden, Willlam Waldorf As-
tor's palatial eountry seat, Is Jéss than slx miles from the scene
of the crimes.

Before Mrs, Dyer made her wriften confession to the pollce
the latter had perfected & case against her which was regarded
as certain to secure convictlon. The police will not yet reveal
the detalls of the:confession nor whether 1t Implicates Palmer,
the son-in-law. The evidence produced in the pollee court om
the first case selected by the prosecutlng mttoruey was over-
whelmihg. X

Mrs. Dyer had bheen Indleted for the murder of Dorls,
the two-months old child of Miss Evelln Marmon, of Cheltenhim,
It wns the strangled body of her baby whicht the polive foutid
in the Thames that gave the ciew to the |dentity of s miure
dérsss. The body bail been wrapped o brown paper, and thls
bore the address of the Dyer womnn,

Only nine days after she enrrendersd Dorls to Mra. Dysr, Misa
Marmon was fetehed by the pollee to Tleading, and there in tha
morgne saw and ldentified the body ss that of her child, whom

¢ good bome.” Mlas Marmon testified that she saw In 4 Bristol
paper an advertlsement of Mrs. Dyer for a baby for adoption
and that she answered It Mrs. Dyer replied, under the pams
of Harding, saying: it 1

1 should be glud to have a dear little baby gizl—one I conld
bring up and call my own. First I muat tell you we are pliln,
homely people,.in falrly good circumstances. * * * Myself aad
husband mre dearly fond of children. 1 have oo cblld of my
own. A child with me will baye & good home sud a mothers
Jove and care. I should not miud the mother or any other per-
pon coming to see the child at any time., I only hope we may
come ‘to terms, I can glve you good references.”

The second letter of Mrs, Diyer, In which sbe named the price
for taking the buby, was ns follows:

*45 Kensington rond, Oxford road, Reading,
*Tuesdny, March 24, 1896,

“My dear Madam: You letter just to hand, and I shall be
only oo pleased for yourself, ¢r uny friends, to come to seo Us
sometimes. We don't huve many visitors out here in the coun.
try. 1 assore you It would be as gresi & treat to U aé the
change would be. I shall really feel niore comforinble to know

ghall value her all the more. ' Hest sssured, 1 promise you
fulibfully, T wil do a inother's duly by ber, dud T ‘will bring
her up entirely just the same as my own child. Every cars will

my duty. Dear child, T ghall only be too giad to have her,
nud T will tuke her entirely for the sum of £10. Ebe sball ba
no further expense to her family. I will come on Monday next
If I shall T will let you know later on what time train. I bhave
not a thne table, but I will find out and let yoli know, I am,
yours falthfully. A. HARDING.™
A meeting was fnally arranged, and Mrs. Dyer came te Chel-
tenham to bring the baby away. Miss Harmon pald her the
money, and the following paper was drawn up berween them:
#1, Annls Harding, of No, 46 Keansington rond, Hesding, in
considerntion of the sum of £10 pald to me by Hvellna Edith
Marmon, (o hereby agree to adept Doris, the child of the sald
Eveliua Bdith Marmon, and to bLring up the ‘sald ckld as my
own child, wirthout sny further compensnilon aver and sbova

this day, the 31st day of Merch, In the year of onr Lord ons
thounsand. elght hmdred and tineiyslx, subscribed ony nnmes,

the cost of moving, for she ¥as Bbout to take & house at

phild away.”

o

ghe had given to Mrs, Dyer to be adopted and “brought up i

the desr ltile soul had someone that veally cared for her. T

be tsken of ber, and when you come, you will woon see I do

the aferementioned sum of £10,  As witness bepewith we have.

Annle Harding, Evellna BEdith Marmon, in the presonce of Mar-
tha Dastuell, widow, of No, 28 Manchester sirect, Cheltenham "
Standing up I the witness Lox of the court Miss Marmon,'
with n‘dramatlo gesiure, pointed a threstening fnger at the
‘goswering prisoner, and sald; ~Thnat ls the weman who took my
: plva ldentited the Insepursble carpet bag
: with her when making such



